84                             STRANGE VIGOUR
"The ideas of liberty, equality of justice and the welfare of the people are
ideas which France has not ceased to propagate. I asked the governor to
produce evidence of the alleged crimes that I might examine the case myself
to be certain that the political misdemeanour was not the only matter. He
went away to ask instructions from his government. Meanwhile Sun went
aboard a ship that was on the point of sailing,**75
The big reward for Sun's capture was a temptation to many and
twice he found himself at the mercy of would-be betrayers. On both
occasions his cool demeanour and persuasive words overcame his
captors: as the proverb says, "When one man disregards his life
ten thousand others are no match for him".
In China Sun's work was done in secret, but in British Malaya
he openly preached revolution against the Manchus and everywhere^
set up branches of his secret societies. His appeal was addressed
not only to the well-to-do Chinese merchants and Estate managers
but also to the poorest labourers. Sun was insistent, always, that
he wanted a revolution of the people; not a movement supported
only by one class. In this he followed the tradition of the Chinese
sages who never overlooked the importance of the ordinary man in
community life. The Book of History 9 edited by Confucius, contains
a verse:
"The people should be cherished,
And should not be downtrodden.   .
The people are the root of a country,
And if the root is ton, the country will he tranquil/*74
Sun in his dangerous work used various w$ys of tricking the
authorities. He obtained, by fraud, from the American Secretary
of Hawaii a certificate of birth stating, falsely, that he was born in
the Hawaiian islands. With this he could, when it suited his purpose,
claim American citizenship, since Hawaii had been annexed by the
United States in 1898. Critics have been very severe on Sun for this
deception, but a man who has forfeited his national status by rebel-
lion cannot afford to be scrupulous in such matters. It is probable,
too, that a Chinese would consider a deception of this sort in a
different light from a Westerner, for the high moral code of China
lays a lighter stress on tbe letter of the law.
Striking evidence of the progress made by Sun, in spite of the
failure of the second attempt, is to be seen in the impression fee
now made on a wider circle than the few friends like Cheng S%&-
iiang and Charles Soong and the staunch supporters of a less
educated class* There was good hope of ultimate success